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The debate over the advantages and disadvantages 
of online education heated up recently after news 
broke that Arizona State University (ASU) will offer 
its incoming students the option of a traditional 
freshman year – or one that is completely online. 
In an announcement made last April, ASU officials 
said that the university would be offering a set of 
eight courses aimed at fulfilling the general educa-
tion requirements in the freshman year in the form of 
MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses). The courses 
will be offered in conjunction with EdX, a non-prof-
it initiative created in 2012 by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and Harvard University 
aimed at providing postsecondary courses online and 
for free to anybody. 
ASU faculty will teach the courses. In order have 
these courses count for college credit at ASU, stu-
dents will have to pass a final exam and pay a fee of 
no more than $200 per credit hour.
Since their inception, MOOCs have attracted a lot 
of discussion. The partnership between EdX and ASU 
has only highlighted the debate over whether this 
approach heralds the future of higher education or is 
impractical and ineffective.
Both proponents and opponents of online educa-
tion have used data to make their respective cases, 
even though much is inconclusive. However, that 
does not mean that there are no hard numbers we can 
look at in determining whether such an approach to 
higher education will work. 
Despite the recent hype, distance education has 
been around since 1728 when Caleb Phillips, a 
Boston teacher of a novel shorthand writing method, 
proposed sending his lessons via mail to interested 
students living outside the city. Since then this meth-
odology has seen an evolution driven by both new 
technologies and pedagogical approaches. All along, 
a great number of studies have been carried out in 
order to assess the effectiveness of such approaches.
In a study published almost simultaneously with 
the ASU announcement with the title, “Preparing for 
the Digital University,” scholars from several univer-
sities came up with a number of conclusions that are 
worth noting. 
One conclusion was that student satisfaction varies 
between different demographics. Older and more 
professional students are more satisfied than the typ-
ical (traditional) undergraduate and graduate student 
with an online format, something long suspected by 
many who have seen a higher level of success among 
more mature, non-traditional students. These people, 
of course, are not the main demographic being served 
by colleges and universities, particularly public ones. 
This conclusion is consistent with the results of 
another recently released study. As reported in a 
recent issue of “The Chronicle of Higher Education,” a 
group of researchers from the University of California-
Davis presented data at a meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association in April that 
showed that community college students throughout 
California were 11 percent less likely to finish and pass 
a course if they chose the online version instead of the 
face-to-face form of the same class. Since community 
colleges serve about 45 percent of college students in 
the United States, these findings are significant.
Sometimes the effects of online education go 
beyond academic performance. Research at Kennesaw 
State University showed that students taking totally 
online, asynchronous classes (like most MOOC's) 
were less inclined to civic engagement than those 
taking the same courses in a face-to-face format.
These and other studies are just examples among 
the hundreds of scholarly publications that deal with 
the whole issue of distance education and that should 
be informing us in our discussions on this topic. So, 
why is there so much debate about this issue? The 
reasons are manifold.
One of the reasons is the American propensity to 
fall in love with fads, particularly when it comes to 
“technological fixes.” But what is there to fix? The 
problem is very simple. Higher education in this 
country is the most expensive per pupil in the world. 
And with diminishing public funding, the costs are 
being passed on to the students and their families, 
increasing the economic disparities in society. The 
less affluent you are, the more likely you will be to 
complete a college education burdened with student 
loan debt.
Therefore, college administrators – particularly at 
public institutions – are rushing to ride the bandwag-
on of online education in the belief that it will offer a 
path to a cheaper degree by reducing the labor force 
in postsecondary institutions, namely faculty. But 
why is Arizona State taking the lead? The reasons 
are very simple. First, its president, Michael Crow, 
is well known for being a risk-taker, not afraid of 
trying untested approaches to higher education. The 
second has to do with public funding for colleges and 
universities in his state. 
According to a 2013 study by the Center of Budget 
and Policy Priorities, a think tank that analyzes the 
impact of federal and state budget policies, the state 
that has reduced its appropriations to higher edu-
cation the most since the 2008 recession is Arizona. 
More than 50 percent of funding was cut in just five 
years. To make things worse, there is talk among 
Arizonian politicians to reduce support for higher 
education to zero in the foreseeable future, making 
funding of postsecondary institutions in that state 
totally uncertain.
The question is are we making the right pedagogi-
cal decisions based on what is best for the students? 
Or are we living under the illusion that we can actu-
ally have a prosperous but uneducated society?
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education. 
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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“I just wanted to thank the mayor for the appointment. I also want to thank 
Tom Butts for his past service as Finance Chair. I’ve been able to serve under 
Barb Stamer and Tom, two of the most committed aldermen and two of the 
most knowledgeable aldermen that I’ve ever met,” Risavy said. “I’m really 
looking forward to being chairman and I’m hoping that I can perform up to 
the expectations of the past two chairmen.”
As of Thursday, three of the four committees have announced their meet-
ing times: Finance will meet on Tuesdays at 5 p.m., Administrative and 
Community Services will meet on Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. and Public Safety 
will meet on Mondays at 5:30 p.m.
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Cerny was there with a dozen or so most-
ly-retired colleagues with the Edwardsville 
Woodworkers Club. 
The land is heavily wooded and there are 
stacks of slabs and logs lying about, with a kiln 
nearby. The home where Cerny lives with his 
wife Wanda was built a quarter century ago, 
and during that time he has filled it with tables, 
kitchen cabinets and dining room tables made by 
his own hands. 
Cerny transforms local wood into furniture, 
much of which he offers for sale to the public. 
He points to a sassafras bureau, and then a slab 
of cherry that he recently turned into a serving 
platter. 
“You ever see a headboard like that before?” 
he says waving towards a headboard created 
from cherry. The wind blew off the top of the 
tree and it stood that way for a couple of years 
until sprouts began growing from it. People, he 
says, are always on the lookout for something 
different.
Nearby is a stump from a white oak tree. The 
intact bark gave it a natural-edge look and wood 
had a wavy look to it – called quilting – that 
imparts a unique look to a table or wall hanging. 
“Who would ever think to take a log like that 
and saw it up and make anything out of it?” 
Cerny says. “They’d throw it in the fire. But when 
I saw the wood, I knew that, if nothing else, Alex 
could make a couple of boxes out of it.”
Alex Nadler is a super craftsman. He makes 
boxes and furniture. You’ve heard of  Art on the 
Square, in Belleville? Nadler, who is 82, works 
at a place called  Wood Turners Treasures which 
he laughingly refers to as “Art Off the Square.” 
Boxmaking isn’t for the faint of heart. Nadler’s 
stuff, says Cerny, is “very, very, very good.”
“We ask him how he makes it and he says 
things like ‘We cut it at 37 minutes and 24 sec-
onds,” Cerny says. “And we just say ‘Get out of 
here with that stuff.’”
Nadler has four children who live in various 
places around the country and for whom he is 
constantly making furniture items. 
Cerny points out another piece of walnut. The 
bark is still on it but the ants, he says, got into it 
and have eaten into it. “I made a little art piece 
out of it,” he says. “ It’s bent and it looks like a 
sail in the wind, so that’s what I call it.”
Cerny says he has the only woodworking 
place around that uses wood from native trees. 
Ninety-eight percent, he says, comes from the 
Edwardsville area. 
Gene Peters drove out to Cerny’s property 
that day. He lives on Dunlap Lake.  Peters 
worked with Cerny at Shell, retiring a year ear-
lier, in 1999. He teaches but considers himself 
“more or less retired.”
“Actually,” says Cerny, who is standing near-
by, “retirement is the time it takes you to get 
from the job you had to do to the job you want 
to do.” 
“I like that,” Peters says.
Peters says that, at the moment, he is juggling 
10 projects. A table for a daughter in Ashville, 
Ky., and an 8-foot-long desk made from cherry 
wood that he got from Cerny. Peters says he 
has bought a lot of wood from places such as 
Colorado but likes local wood best.
Cerny has taught him a lot of woodworking 
techniques over the years. “Now we really have 
gotten into this natural edge thing,” Peters says. 
“Instead of building things out of structured 
pieces of lumber, we’re taking advantage of 
these things that we didn’t think had any value 
before.”
Peters has an engineering background; his 
wife has a flair for the artistic. The thrill of doing 
natural edge work is that you’re building some-
thing unique. It requires thinking and figuring 
out how to design something out of a simple 
piece of wood. 
Cerny pauses, searching for the right words to 
describe natural edge woodworking. Wood that 
was once considered flawed can be made into 
a work of art with character, he says. It’s like 
two people who look at a tree. That’s going to 
produce a lot of leaves, says one, and it’s gonna 
be a mess in the fall. “The other guy says, ‘Look 
at the shade . . . and, hey, wouldn’t that make a 
dandy table!'” 
The two men laugh. 
People don’t like seeing Cerny and Peters 
come down the sidewalk. “We see wood,” Peters 
says. “It’s like when I’m looking at a chicken 
walking around the field and I see fried chick-
en.”
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“We anticipate spending nearly all of this fund for park capital improve-
ments, as has been our priority these past two years and as public use has 
increased we need to meet the challenges with keeping the park operating 
and all amenities in working order.”
In other news, the township honored Main Street Community Center, 
which is celebrating 40 years of service serving the greater Edwardsville area. 
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“Field of Dreams” is more than a baseball movie as Friends of the Wildey 
spokesman SJ Morrison describes it as a film about “family, second chances 
and following your heart.”
As has become the norm with films presented by the Friends of the Wildey, 
there will be more activities than just the movie.
Morrison said there will be baseball trivia at 6:30 p.m. prior to the second 
showing of the film at 7 p.m.
Patrons are welcome to dress in baseball uniforms or other clothing appro-
priate for the film.
And, with Major League Baseball’s 2015 season a little more than a month 
old, May 16 is a perfect date.
“With the baseball season upon us, there is no better time to see one of the 
best movies about America’s national pastime,  ‘Field of Dreams’ on the big 
screen,” Morrison said.
While Brown is best known for his role in “Field of Dreams,” he has also 
appeared in several other films including “The Cutting Edge,” “Dennis the 
Menace Strikes Back” and "Gettysburg."
He also has written a memoir, “If You Build It.”
All proceeds from the event will benefit the Wildey Theatre, which is 
owned by the city of Edwardsville.




Artwork for the Wildey's showing of "Field of Dreams."
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Another view of Bill Cerny demonstrating his stump rotisserie. 
Zach Foote/Intelligencer
Meridian Derby raises $237,688 in funds
For the Intelligencer
To the casual observer who saw colored straw, 
swirled netting, laced bows and other stylish 
adornments perched atop the heads of hundreds 
of women, it may have just looked like a day of 
fine hat wearing. But for the Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville Meridian Society, it was 
also a time for philanthropy while having fellow-
ship and fun.   
“As an auxiliary organization of the SIUE 
Foundation, the Meridian Society promotes 
women’s leadership and invests in SIUE com-
munity-based projects,” said Meridian Society 
President Alicia Lifrak at the organization’s 
fourth annual Meridian Derby. The signature 
event was held Tuesday at the Fairmount Park 
Racetrack’s Top of the Turf in Collinsville. 
This year’s Meridian Derby luncheon was 
the largest ever, with approximately 225 people 
attending, according to Julie Babington, Meridian 
Society member and director of Annual Giving 
at SIUE.
Some of the special guests for this year’s 
festivities included: Julie Furst-Bowe, 
SIUE chancellor; Rachel Stack, vice chan-
cellor for Advancement and CEO of the 
SIUE Foundation; Deans Gireesh Gupchup, 
School of Pharmacy, Laura Bernaix, School 
of Nursing, John Navin, School of Business, 
and Curt Lox, School of Education, Health 
and Human Behavior; Kay Werner, SIUE First 
Lady emeritus and Meridian Society founding 
member; and Deborah Hunt, Meridian Society 
membership chair. 
“I am honored to be a member of this powerful 
group of women,” said Furst-Bowe, “and hope 
that those who are not members will consider 
joining The Meridian Society and their race to 
promote women in leadership and philanthro-
py.” 
Furst-Bowe also congratulated the group on 
funding 123 SIUE community based projects, 
totaling $237,688.
The luncheon also featured the popular derby 
hat contest. Winning this year’s best hat award 
was Bonni Burns, of Edwardsville. Chosen for 
the biggest hat award was Francelle Jackson of 
Alorton and Best Meridian Society member hat 
was Delores Williams of Washington Park.
“Through pooled resources and collective giv-
ing,” said Lifrak, also CEO of the Boy Scouts of 
America, “the women of the Meridian Society 
demonstrate a spirit of philanthropy and a com-
mitment to making a positive impact in the 
community.” 
